Infection of a total hip arthroplasty with Prevotella loeschii.
Infection is a serious complication of total hip replacement. It has been proposed that 6% of all infections after total hip arthroplasty may be of dental origin through hematogenous spread. However, no conclusive evidence that the mouth is a definitive source for infection of a total hip replacement has been reported. In the current case, Prevotella loeschii, a pigmented bacteroides species was identified in a total hip replacement. Prevotella loeschii is an organism which exclusively inhabits the dental region. Hematogenous spread of Prevotella loeschii may occur after penetration of the mucosal barrier in cases of endodontic or periodontic lesions, pericoronitis, or complications of tooth extraction. The involvement of Prevotella loescheii in an infection in a patient who had a total hip arthroplasty is strong evidence for the mechanism of a hematogenous infection from a dental source.